Chapter 1: Foundations of Army JROTC and Getting Involved

LESSON 2: THE PAST AND
PURPOSE OF ARMY JROTC
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MILITARY AND EDUCATION:
HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS

Junior ROTC's misson to motivate young
people to be better citizens has changed very little
since 1916 when Congress passed the National
Defense Act. However, the tradition of combining
forma education with military studies goes back as
fa as the ancient Greeks. Centuries before
JROTC existed, the Greeks, Romans, feudd
Europeans, and Japanese had their own versions.
In the United States, JROTC had its beginningsin
Norwich, Vermont.

In 1819, Captain Alden Partridge, a for-
mer Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy
a West Point, founded the American Literary,
Scientific, and Military Academy in Norwich,
Vermont. This academy is now known as Norwich
Univergty. Military studies were a mgjor part of
the academy’s course work. Captain Partridge felt
that if his cadets were not prepared to defend their
country’srights, their education was incomplete.

In addition to extensve dill practice and
physcd traning (incduding marches of up to 50
miles per day), the cadets studied Latin, Greek,
Hebrew, French, English, 10 types of mathematics,
five types of law, and military history dating back
to biblical times.

Lesson 2: The Past and Purpose of Army JROTC

Captain Partridge’'s Academy was s0 successful
that the idea of combining military sudies with
regular classes spread to other schools in the
United States.

WHERE ARMY JROTC IS

Army JROTC is active in more than 1,460
high schools worldwide: in dl 50 dates of the
United States, the Didrict of Columbia, Asa,
Europe, the Caribbean, and other locations where
the United States has an extended presence.

PURPOSE OF JROTC

JROTC prepares high school students for
respongible leadership roles while making them
aware of the benefits of citizenship. Classroom and
outdde activities, including service learning pro-
jects, become opportunities to acquire the knowl-
edge, discipline, and sense of responsbility that are
necessary to take charge of one' s future. The result
is responsible cadets who are sure of themselves,
can think on their own, and can express their ideas
and opinions clearly and concisdly.

DESIRED GOALS

Leadership Education and Training gods
are for cadetsto:

Graduate from high schoal.
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Be good ditizens by knowing and exercisng
the rights, respongbilities, privileges, and free-

doms of good citizenship.

Gain leadership potentid and the ability to live
and work cooperativey with others, demon+
drate leadership in Stuations involving conflict

resolution.

Achieve pogtive sdf-esteem and winning ke-
haviord concepts in a culturally diverse so-

ciety.

Learn the ability to think logicdly and to com+
municate effectively, with emphass on effective

ord communication.

Learn the importance of diet and of phys-cd
fitness in maintaining good hedth and gopear-

ance.

Gain an underganding of the history, purpose,

and gtructure of Army JROTC.

Acquire proficiency in basic military skills (such
as drill and ceremonies, fird ad, and map
reading) that are recessary for working effec-

tively asamember of ateam.

Learn the importance of citizenship through
American history asit relates to America' s cu-
ture and future from the Revolutionary period

to the present.

Learn about the dangers of substance abuse
and the importance of menta management, in-

cluding god setting and pogitive sdf-talk.

CONCLUSION

Junior ROTC cadets are part of a proud
tradition. Like their predecessors at Captain Par-
tridge' s American Literary, Scientific, and Military
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Lesson 2: The Past and Purpose of Army JROTC

Academy, today’ s cadets are learning to lead and
to motivate others while preparing to take part in
today’ s competitive world.



